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sacrament in St. George's Chapel, Windsor, by
the Emperor and Henry, and the binding alliance
between them in peace and war, cemented by
the pledge that Charles should marry his cousin
Mary Tudor and no one else in the world. It
was Katharine's final and greatest triumph, and
the shadows fell thick and fast thereafter.
Henry promptly took his usual showy and
unprofitable part in the war. Only a few weeks
after the Emperor bade his new ally farewell,
an English force invaded Picardy, and the Earl
of Surrey's fleet threatened all French shipping
in the Channel. Coerced by the King of England
too, Venice deserted France and joined forces
with the allies; the new Pope and the Italian
princes did the same, and the Emperor's arms
carried all before them in Italy. Henry was
kept faithful to his ally by the vain hope of a
dismemberment of France, in which he should
be the principal gainer; the Pope Clement VII.,
the ambitious Medici, who succeeded Adrian in
September 1523, hungered for fresh territory which
Charles alone could give him ; the rebel De
Bourbon, the greatest soldier of France, was fight-
ing against his own king; and in February 1525
the crushing blow of Pavia fell, and Francis,
"all lost except honour," was a prisoner in the
hands of his enemy, who looking over Christendom
saw none to say him nay but the bold monk at
Wittemberg.
Three years of costly war for interests not
primarily their own had already disillusioned the
English people. By methods more violent and
tyrannical than ever had been adopted by any